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was to be set up to facilitate international payments under the
plan was to organize the export of young men and women to
work at slave rates in foreign lands. To the refrain of "Germans
never never never shall be slaves" the Hitlerite orators began
to gather up the votes of the ignorant, but alienated a dozen
sober citizens for every half-wit they converted. Misrepresen-
tation and what ecclesiastical leaders called the "attempt at the
basest propagation of hatred" would have fully justified the
Government in taking action against the National Socialists for
insulting the state and its head. They had indeed a heaven-sent
chance to nip malignancy in the bud, but they did not risk trust
in their own nation and let the agitation go on. All that happened
was that from his super-party Olympus, the President willingly
declared that he regarded the bill as "a personal and ungentle-
manly attack"; it is credibly reported that the old marshal's
authentic phrase was considerably more pungent. The Prussian
government took advantage of a technical breach of the law
against military exercises to ban the Stahlhelm in the Rhineland,
and followed that up with an order forbidding officials to take
any part in the voting. The extremists who knew that the Right
was strong in official ranks boiled over with fury and took the
matter to the Supreme Court. Here was a welcome new issue
for Seldte and Hugenberg, already a little scared of their allies.
Their final manifesto which bore Hitler's signature as well con-
centrated on this appalling act of tyranny:
The terror exercised by the government to prevent the signature
of the demand for a referendum shows that the law no longer
rules in Germany. All the fundamental rights of electoral freedom
guaranteed by the constitution have been in practice suspended.
Their anxiety to prevent the truth being known drives the
government to a reign of terror. The initiative is a sign and a
monument of those who realize Germany's plight and honourably
and bravely fight the battle against internal and external slavery.
The spectacle of the devil quoting scripture for his own ends
always has its amusing side and the government was content to
let amusement serve as argument. It made no other endeavour
to defend itself, and allowed the phrase "reign of terror" to remain

